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Serene Republic to make terms with my brother Joseph, by
giving him a tip,"]
The great Frederick was approaching his end, but he had
one more piece of active work soon in hand. In 1785 Joseph
returned to his old project, the acquisition of Bavaria. This time
it was to be accomplished by exchange: the Elector of Bavaria
to have the Austrian Netherlands with the title of king—" King
of Burgundy" probably. The exchange might have been
completed had not the aged Frederick, protesting that it would
be an infraction of the laws of the Empire, organized a league of
princes among his satellites, nine minor German states, of
which only Saxony, Brunswick-Luneburg, and Baden were of
any consequence. A few months later the great Frederick was
dead, his fatal work accomplished. He had sacrificed Austria
to his own ambitions, and finally to his Prussian egotism. At
the beginning of his reign he had seized Silesia from her, one
of her finest provinces, German and Protestant. Now, at the
end of his life, he had prevented Austria from acquiring a
neighbouring territory, inhabited by a kindred German popu-
lation. Thus Austria was driven more and more to depend on
heterogeneous elements—Magyars, Croats, Czechs, Serbs—
and so, growing more unstable under the disruptive influences
of nationalism, ultimately fell to pieces and created a problem
for Europe which probably only a future union with Bavaria
or with the whole of Germany can solve.
In 1787 Joseph paid his second visit to Catherine II, meet-
ing her at Kaidech and continuing with her in the gorgeous
State barges down the Dnieper to Kherson, and farther to
Kisikermaix. Maintaining inflexibly his incognito as Count
Falckenstein, Joseph was accompanied only by a general officer,
the Prince de Ligne, and two valets. He insisted on being
addressed as "Monsieur le Comte," and thus was able to
engage in informal conversations with the courtiers, and to
satisfy his curiosity, his interest in human beings, and his
taste for unofficial political discussions. The ambassadors from
St Petersburg were in Catherine's party—Cobenzl for Austria,
S^gur for France, Fitzherbert for Great Britain. Joseph found

